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PRELUDE   Nun komm, der Heiden Heiland, BWV 599 J S Bach  
 

WELCOME 
 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE 
 

Our souls wait for you, O God, 
And your Word is our hope. 

Our souls wait for you, O God, 
And scan the horizon for the first glimpse of light. 

 

HYMN:     God of the Starlight and Moon see insert 
     Out of the Blue: © 2025 Barn Geese Worship. Used by permission. 
 

Candle is lit. Silence is kept. 
 
PROCESSIONAL HYMN:    114       (Standing) 
Lo He Comes with Clouds Descending 
 
THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, 
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.  

And also with you. 
Almighty God,  

to you all hearts are open, all desires known, and 
from you no secrets are hidden. Cleanse the 
thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your 
Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you, and 
worthily magnify your holy name; through Christ 
our Lord. Amen. 

 

KYRIE  
See Mass of St. Benedict, Margarite Rizza 
 

CONFESSION  
  

Dear friends in Christ, as the nights lengthen,  
and the days grow dim, we prepare for the birth of our 
Saviour. Advent is a time to explore the mystery of 
incarnation and the shadowed places where the light of 
Christ brings courage and hope. The steadfast love and 
infinite mercy of God meet us here and invite us to lay our 
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burdens down. Confident in God’s forgiveness, let us 
confess our sins. 
 
Silence is kept 
 
Most merciful God, 

we confess that we have sinned against you in 
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved you with our whole heart; we have not 
loved our neighbours as ourselves. We are truly 
sorry and we humbly repent. For the sake of your 
Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive 
us, that we may delight in your will, and walk in 
your ways, to the glory of your name. Amen.  

 

ABSOLUTION 
 

INTROIT  “Unto Thee, O Lord”   Healey Willan 
 

COLLECT OF THE DAY   
 

Almighty God, give us grace to cast away the 
works of darkness and put on the armour of light, 
now in the time of this mortal life in which your 
Son Jesus Christ came to us in great humility, 
that on the last day, when he shall come again in 
his glorious majesty to judge both the living and 
the dead, we may rise to the life immortal; 
through him who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 
Let us listen for the word of God      (Seated) 
 

A READING FROM THE PROPHET ISAIAH    2:1-5 
 

The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah 
and Jerusalem. In days to come the mountain of the Lord's 
house shall be established as the highest of the 
mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the 
nations shall stream to it. Many peoples shall come and 
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say, "Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to 
the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his 
ways and that we may walk in his paths." For out of Zion 
shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from 
Jerusalem. He shall judge between the nations, and shall 
arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords 
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks; 
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more. O house of Jacob, come, let us 
walk in the light of the Lord! 
 

For the word of God in scripture   
For the word of God among us 
For the word of God within us 

 Thanks Be to God. 
 

Psalm 122     (Choir stands, congregation seated) 
 

I was glad when they / said to / me, * Let us / go to • the / 
house • of the / Lord. 
  

Now our / feet are / standing * within your / gates, / O Je- / 
rusalem. 
 

Jerusalem is / built • as a / city * that is at / uni- • ty / with it- 
/ self. 
 

To which the tribes go up, the / tribes • of the / Lord * the 
assembly of Israel, to praise the / name of • the / Lord. 
 

For there are the / thrones of / judgement, * the / thrones • 
of the / house of / David. 
 

Pray for the / peace • of Je- / rusalem: * “May they / prosper 
who / love / you. 
 

Peace be with- / in your / walls * and quietness / with /  in 
your / towers. 
For my kindred and com- / pan- ions’ / sake, * I / pray for / 
your pros- / perity. 
 

Because of the house of the / Lord our / God, * I will / seek 
to / do you / good.” 



5 

 

 
A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO THE 
ROMANS        13:11-14 
 

Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the 
moment for you to wake from sleep. For salvation is nearer 
to us now than when we became believers; the night is far 
gone, the day is near. Let us then lay aside the works of 
darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live 
honourably as in the day, not in revelling and 
drunkenness, not in debauchery and licentiousness, not in 
quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus 
Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to gratify its 
desires. 
 

For the word of God in scripture   
For the word of God among us 
For the word of God within us 
 Thanks Be to God. 
 
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:        (Standing) 

See Mass of St. Benedict, Margarite Rizza 
 

Gospel Sentence:  “Look up and raise your heads,  
                        because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 
THE GOSPEL         Matthew 24:36-44 
 

The Lord be with you 
And also with you 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to 
Matthew 

Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ 
But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the 
angels of heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. For as 
the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the Son of 
Man. For as in those days before the flood they were 
eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, 
until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew 
nothing until the flood came and swept them all away, so 
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too will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then two will be 
in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. Two 
women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken 
and one will be left. Keep awake therefore, for you do not 
know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand 
this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of 
the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed 
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. 
Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is 
coming at an unexpected hour. 
The Gospel of Christ 

Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
SERMON    (Seated) 
 
Anthem:   The Truth from Above     Ralph Vaughn Williams  
 
ADVENT CREED       (Standing) 
From the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
 

We believe in God, the creator of all things,  
the God of Abraham and Sarah,  
the Holy One who freed the slaves from Egypt  
with steadfast love and mercy,  
Who made a straight path in the wilderness,  
Who promises to make all things new.  
We believe in Jesus, the Messiah, who is Emmanuel, 
God with us. He is king of Kings, yet born of Mary.  
He showed God’s love through healing and teaching,  
And chose the way of servant-suffering  
by dying on a cross.  
After three days he rose from the dead  
and appeared to many.  
We believe in the Holy Spirit,  
the One who inspires faith,  
Who has spoken through prophets and preachers,  
the One who breathes new life into the church  
and the world, Who is making all things new.  
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We believe that God is still creating.  
We believe that Jesus is still with us.  
We believe that the Holy Spirit  
is calling us forth in love and mercy.  
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE     (Seated) 
 
 

God of our salvation, all our longing is known to you,  
our sighing is not hidden from you. Keep us alert and 
awake to your presence every moment. 
God of new light, hear our prayer. 
 

Holy God, you comfort and guide your people. We pray for 
our community and our neighbours. We pray for the 
launch of lobster season, and all who are at sea, for safe 
passage, good weather and plentiful harvest. We pray for 
ourselves, those dear to us, those who have asked for our 
prayers, and those known to you alone…  
(you are welcome to offer your petitions silently or aloud) 
God of comfort, hear our prayer 
 

Holy God, you remind us not to be afraid, and to work 
with you for the healing of the nations. We remember 
the leaders in every place and we pray for your reign to 
draw near.  
God of reassurance, hear our prayer. 
 

Incarnate God, you hold all things in love,  
enlighten our hearts with a renewed vision of your mercy, 
That we may have strength to join you  
in the hard and holy work of waiting  
and watching for you in our lives and our world.  
God among us, hear our prayer. 
  

Holy God, give us ears to hear, and eyes to see, that we 
may know your presence in our midst as we anticipate the 
coming of Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
THE PEACE     (Standing) 
 

In the tender mercy of our God, 
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the dayspring from on high shall break upon us, 
to give light to those who dwell in darkness and in 
the shadow of death,  
and to guide our feet into the way of peace. 

 
OFFERTORY HYMN:    90 
How the World Longs for Your Birth 
 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE EUCHARIST 
 

PRAYER OVER THE GIFTS  
 

God of love and power, your word stirs up within us the 
expectation of the coming of your Son. Accept all we 
offer you this day, and sustain us with your promise of 
eternal life. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our 
Lord. Amen. 
 
EUCHARISTIC PRAYER  
The Lord be with you.  

And also with you.  
Lift up your hearts.  

We lift them to the Lord.  
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
It is indeed right that we should praise you, 
God of love, our source and our fulfillment, 
for you create all things and in you we live and move and 
have our being. 
Your wonder is manifest in land and sea and sky. 
 

You made us in your image. 
And even though we turn from you, 
again and again you call us to yourself, 
and in every age, promise liberation. 
 

As a mother gathers her children, 
you embraced a people as your own 
to nurture them in the way of compassionate love. 
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You sent Jesus among us, 
incarnate of the Holy Spirit and born of Mary. 
Jesus revealed your love for all Creation, 
and showed us the way of reconciliation. 
 

Having lived among us - 
Jesus suffered the cross, Died, 
And in rising again  
became the firstborn of the renewed family. 
 

Your Holy Spirit descended and gave life to your church. 
And so we gather around your table, with all the saints 
and with all Creation We sing the hymn of your unending 
love: 
 

SANCTUS 
See Mass of St. Benedict, Margaret Rizza 
 

To you be glory, almighty God, 
because on the night before he died, 
Jesus took bread, 
when he had given thanks, 
he broke it, gave it to his disciples, and said: 
Take, eat, this is my body 
which is given for you: 
do this to remember me. 
 

After supper he took the cup; 
And when he had given thanks, 
He gave it to them and said: 
Drink this all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant 
Poured out for you for the forgiveness of sines; 
Do this to remember me. 
 

Great is the mystery of faith. 
 
Christ has died, Christ has risen, Christ will come again. 
 
Recalling Christ’s death and resurrection, 
we ask you to accept 
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this, our sacrifice of praise. 
 
Pour out your Holy Spirit on us gathered here, 
and on these gifts 
that we may be fed with the body and blood of your Son 
Unite us in Christ 
and give us your hope 
that we might be strengthened to do your work 
as your body in the world. 
 
Through Christ our Redeemer, 
in the power of the Spirit, 
all praise and glory be yours, Creator God, 
now and for ever. Amen. 
 
Gathering our prayers and praises into one, let us pray as 
our Saviour taught us, 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom, the power,  
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
BREAKING OF THE BREAD 
We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the 
world.  

God here among us, light in the midst of us, bring 
us to light and life. 
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The gifts of God for the people of God 
 Thanks be to God 
 
The Communion 
(in both kinds – the bread and the common cup) 
 
AGNUS DEI  
See Mass of St. Benedict, Margaret Rizza 
 
MUSIC DURING COMMUNION:  
HYMN:  93 You Servants of the Lord  
 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

All your works praise you, O Lord.  
And your faithful servants bless you.  
Gracious God we thank you for feeding us  
with the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ.  
May we, who share his body, live his risen life;  
we, who drink his cup, bring life to others;  
we, whom the Spirit lights, give light to the world.  
Keep us firm in the hope you have set before us,  
so that we and all your children shall be free,  
and the whole earth live to praise your name;  
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 

RECESSIONAL HYMN:  98 
Hark the Glad Sounds! The Savior Comes  Richmond (224) 
 

DISMISSAL  
Go in peace to love and serve Christ. 
 Thanks be to God.  
 
POSTLUDE   Chorale Prelude on 'Wachet auf, ruft uns die 
Stimme',           BWV 645    J S Bach 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 
Please submit Christmas memorials and Memorial Wreaths 
directly to the office by phone: 902-634-4994 or email 
office@stjohnslunenburg.org. 
 
Many thanks to the St. John’s Guild for hosting coffee hour.  
 

 
 

This week in the life of the church 
Today  

 Coffee Hour in the back of the church 
Wednesday  

10:00 a.m. Contemplative prayer 
Thursday 

7pm Church choir practice 
Friday 

7:30 pm Acadia Singers Concert in the church 
 

TODAY’S LAY MINISTRIES: 
Lectors: 8:30 a.m. – Margaret Murray 

10:30 a.m. – Heather Eisenhauer & Lynn Ellis 
Licensed Lay Minister: Robert Ripley 

 
NEXT WEEK’S LAY MINISTRY: 

Lectors: 8:30 a.m. – Carolyn Hogg 
10:30 a.m. – Andrew Griffin & Rosemary Smith 

Licensed Lay Minister: Jim Shephard 


