
Stewardship Conference—October 3—4, 2008 
Shepherding an Effective Church 

in the 21st Century,  
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Thanksgiving Newsletter 

October 2008 

The conference will be held in the Worrell Hall, Anglican Diocesan Centre, 

Halifax, N.S. starting with registration from 12:30ð6:30pm and a workshop 

from 6:30-9:00pm Friday  followed by hospitality and free time. Saturday 

begins with Continental Breakfast 8-9am workshop sessions 9:00amð4:30pm, 

lunch 12:00ð1:30pm and Closing Music & Worship 4:45ð5:0pm. 

 

The conference theme is óDoes your parish need a new sense of purpose? Do 

you want to encourage parishioners to participate more fully but donôt know 

where to start? If so this is the conference for you 

 

The workshops will be lead by Dr. Kennon Callaghan, who is a North American 

specialist in growing churches and teaching stewardship. The workshops will 

examine the two most important characteristics of an effective, successful, 

sustainable, vibrant and Christ-centred church. 

1. A Strong Sense of Mission -- ñWho 

needs our ministry?ò and ñHow can we serve 

them?ò 

2. Shepherding - has something to do 

with  Loving, Listening,       L e a r n i n g 

and Leading. 

O n l i n e  R e g i s t r a t i o n  @  h t t p / /

www.nspeidiocese.ca/stewardshipconference 

or by mail to Anglican Diocesan Centre, 5732         

College Street, Halifax, N.S., B3H 1X3  
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A Sunday School Workshop 

The Lunenburg Region invites Sunday School Teachers & Christian  

Education Coordinators to A Sunday School Workshop 
Holy Trinity Church, Bridgewater 

 

Friday, October 17th 7:00 - 9:00p.m.- Youth & Adult Christian  

Education Programs  

 

Saturday, October 18th 9:30 - 3:00 p.m - Sunday School  

Programs & Initiatives 

 

Facilitated by Jackie Nunns, Augsburg Fortress Press/ Anglican Book Centre 

Registration Fee: $10.00 (registration deadline - October10th)  

Saturday lunch will be provided 

For further information: Rev. Fran Boutilier -  

francesboutilier@eastlink.ca or (902)530-51760 

mailto:francesboutilier@eastlink.ca
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Thanksgiving Greetings from the Rector 
 

Let all things now living a song of thanksgiving 

to God the creator triumphantly raise, 

who fashioned and made us,  

protected and stayed us, 

who still guides us on to the end of our days. 

 

Dear friends,  

   The above hymn óLet All Things Now Livingô found as #403 in our Common Praise Hymn Book, 

invites us to sing a song of thanksgiving to our God for our many blessings.   

   It gives me great pleasure to welcome Brian and Janice Kenefick as editors of our Parish Newsletter.  

The Newsletter has articles and reports from a variety of parishioners. Our hope is that the newsletter will 

be filled with your material.  Thank you for taking this on.   

   On behalf of the parish, I want to offer in this newsletter, a word of appreciation to Helen Chandler 

who so ably crafted our parish newsletter for the past two years.  Thank you Helen, for a job well done.  

   As you read the newsletter, look for those things which bring thanksgiving. I invite you to share in 

the blessing of St. Johnôs and to consider how the Lord is blessing you and your family. Please join with us 

each Sunday as we gather to make Eucharist ï to give thanks to the Lord.  

 

Yours in Christ,                      

 Plans are underway for Lunenburgôs first ñCommunity Christmas,ò a Christmas Day 2008 event 

with a traditional dinner and entertainment. 

 Christmas is a time for family and friends, to share, socialize and celebrate the life Jesus Christ. 

Those planning the Community Christmas want to reach out to all Lunenburg residents, regardless of their 

marital status, income, health, religion, ethnic origin. Potential participants could include those whose 

families are at a distance, those who may be without family or for whom the season may be a burden for 

them. 

 The event is still in the developmental phase but may involve inviting and providing transportation 

from Harbour View Haven and Lunenburg homes. 

 As the Community Christmas is a collaborative approach assistance is sought from all local 

Churches, service clubs/ charitable organizations in the community as well as individuals.  

 Anyone wishing to help or to have more details can contact Peter Zwicker at 634-7162 or email to 

<lcc@sealunenburg.com>  

Lunenburg’s First ñCommunity Christmasò Planned 



We Asked “What Does Thanksgiving Mean To You?”,  
Sandra MacDonald Replied; 
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"Delight yourself in the Lord and He will give you the desires of your heart" Psalm 37 v4 

 

 This may seem like a strange verse to choose for a Thanksgiving message but isn't the last part of 

this verse what we are looking for, "the desires of our hearts". They will be different for each one of us, but 

we all have desires. 

 God tells us through the psalmist that He wants to give us the desires of our hearts, and He will if 

we "delight ourselves in the Lord" 

 I read recently that the worst sin any of us can commit is to relegate the creator, redeemer and sus-

tainer of the universe to insignificance. Yet how many times in a day do we do this? Do we think to thank 

Him for food every time we eat? Do we thank Him for our opportunity and ability to work? Do we thank 

Him every day that we have a place to live? Do we remember to thank Him every day for the gift of family 

and friends? Do we thank Him for the rain and sun? Do we thank Him every day for the measure of health 

we enjoy? Do we thank Him every day for the gift of His Son, Jesus, who has died to forgive us our sin and 

to bring us into a relationship with the Father through His spirit? 

 

 God gives us all these things and more every day and we don't remember to even say thank-you; we 

relegate Him to insignificance. How DO we "delight ourselves in the Lord"? The next few verses of Psalm 

37 give us a few hints. 

 V. 5 "Commit your way to the Lord: trust in Him and He will do this:" 

 v. 7 "Be still before the Lord and wait patiently for Him;" 

 v. 8 "refrain from anger and turn from wrath;" 

 

 Most importantly, we need to get to know our God by reading his Word. Someone has likened the 

Bible to the "owner's manual" which comes with a new piece of equipment we buy. We may be able to op-

erate the machine without reading the owner's manual but it works much better if we follow the instruc-

tions. We need not only to read it but to "hide it in our hearts"(Psalm 119, verse 11), memorize it so we can 

bring it to rememberance when we need it. 

 

 Making an effort to get to know our God, submitting to His will for our lives, praising, thanking, 

worshiping Him and living for Him day by day; these things are only the beginning of how we can 

"DELIGHT OURSELVES IN THE LORD" and receive the desires of our hearts and the blessings He 

wants to give us. 

The Prayer Chain Ministry 
 

 If you know of anyone, inside or outside our parish who would like us to pray for them you may 

contact Sandy MacDonald at 634-4657 or by email at smacdonald@eastlink.ca. 

 The prayer chain consists of 13 people who have volunteered to pray daily for anyone who would 

like prayers said on their behalf. The person who makes the request is responsible for making sure that the 

person wants this ministry and for keeping in touch with the person and for keeping the prayer chain in-

formed of changes. 



  In the Spring Newsletter, we reported that our Parish Visitation had just been completed. We were thrilled with 
the response from those we visited, and looked forward to compiling the information in a usable form for the 

Parish. Since that time the Steering Committee has met regularly and completed most of our goals.  

The Information Sheet 

  As reported in June, 357 visits were made, and approximately 80 packages were mailed to summer parishioners, 

and to folks in areas where we did not have volunteer visitors. 

  Of the 437 blue sheets distributed, we have received 284 (65% return). From those sheets we have updated the 
mailing list, and Diocesan Times requests forms and passed on a list of people who requested visits, to the Rector 

and to the Pastoral Care committee. Updating the zone lists is still to be done. 

Photo Directory  

  Universal Portrait Studios took pictures of 117 families, in the Parish Hall. These families will receive a free 

directory as promised. The Steering Committee plans to buy additional directories to distribute to those people 

who submitted a photograph or had a candid picture taken by Ed Jordan. The Directories should be available just 
before Christmas. Thanks are extended to Sandy MacDonald for co-coordinating the Photo Shoots and to Ed 

Jordan for taking Candid pictures. These folks also formatted the Directory and gathered additional pictures and 

information for the Steering Committee. 

Brochure 

  Hopefully our beautiful Brochure is on your desk for continued reference. During the summer, Graham and 

Penny Pratt completed 50 additional copies for distribution from the Parish Office as new families join our midst. 
Thank you to the Prattôs for all their time collecting the information and putting it together in such an attractive 

format. 

Survey 

  Of the 437 surveys distributed, we have received 185, a 42% return. This is an outstanding percentage for a 

survey (usually only 10% return) and we feel is due to our 39 visitorôs persisting in picking up your sheets! Thank 

you to our Volunteers! 

   We have created a chart of these comments and suggestions returned on the Surveys. This will be presented to 

Parish Council at their September meeting. The results will be distributed to the Worship, Music, Spiritual 

Development, Property and Christian Education Committees. As a Steering Committee, it is our hope that we will 
have a report back from these ministries in January, before the Annual Meeting, telling us how these suggestions 

are being incorporated into Parish life. 

 

I would like to personally thank the members of the Steering Committee for the many hours they have committed 

to the Parish Visitation. Ed and Sandra Jordan compiled the Information Sheets and Survey (after many 

creations and re-creations from our meetings); and Graham and Penny Pratt, our Brochure (with an equal 
number of recreations from the Team!) Josephine Eisenhauer assisted in creating the visiting areas, and 

organized our 39 volunteers. Reg MacDonald did an outstanding Workshop to prepare out volunteer visitors, and 

Sandy MacDonald as mentioned earlier, coordinated the Parish Directory. To our rector, Michael, we extend a 
thank you for his guidance and to Ruth McConnell, kudos for the many creations and revisions to our forms and 

results you happily undertook.  

   Our 39 volunteer visitors will forever be praised for the terrific job they did. We hope all the friendships you 

made, carry on in the years to come. 

 

  The Steering Committee hope we have fulfilled in the Visitation what our Parish Vision asked us to do. If there 
are any questions or further input as we finish up this program, please call me at 634-4713. Thank you to each of 

you who responded with comments and suggestions that will enhance our life as a family at St. Johnôs. 
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Parish Visitation Report By Heather Eisenhauer 
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 Itôs a pleasure to welcome back all those who are at the forefront of our music 

program here at St. Johnôs. Rehearsals are in full swing once again for all choirs. Our 

main choir is the Chancel Choir which supports congregational singing each week and 

contributes special music at regular services. The choir meets at 7:30 pm on 

Wednesdays with sectional rehearsals at 7 pm and warm-ups on Sunday at 10 am, prior 

to worship. Sharon Hill conducts Tone Chimes at 6 pm each Tuesday followed by the 

Junior Choir at 6:30 pm and Handbells at 7 pm. We have welcomed many new 

members this year. Others have retired but continue to lend their valued support at extra 

services, particularly funerals.  

 While our choirs took a rest from weekly rehearsal through the summer, our concert program was in 

full swing. Much of this is due to St. Johnôs being the home base for Musique Royale. From here, with 

Ruth McConnellôs assistance in our music office, we managed events for 22 communities throughout the 

province. During Boxwood week, which has as its centre Chris Normanôs enormous expertise, we 

welcomed 70 registrants to a weeklong series of concerts and classes. Katie Glen was hired as a full time 

music intern and she was a delight to work with. We have been able to get our Young Musician Intern 

program off the ground and included 8 students this summer. Most interns had summer jobs but managed 

to assist at concerts and Sunday services and organized their own concert which they presented on August 

27. Musique Royaleôs final tour for the season was Lunenburgôs talented Ernst Family Singers. They 

performed at St. Johnôs on Sept 12 and continued on to Pictou, Port Hood and Georgeville. 

  

 Our fall concerts will be primarily presentations through the St. Cecilia Neighbours program. I do 

hope you can join us for many of these events. 

 Friday, October 3 at 7:30 pm 

The 1st concert of the Symphony on the Shore Series with Symphony Nova Scotia and pianist Peter Allen 

with featured work Allenôs Hurricane Juan. 

 Sunday, October 26 at 3pm  

Elmer Iseler Singers, one of Canadaôs most illustrious professional choral ensembles. Performance 

highlight - ñLamentations of Jeremiahò by renowned Canadian composer Peter Togni with Jeff Reilly, 

solo bass clarinet.  

 Saturday, November 1 at 7:30 pm 

The  2nd concert of the Symphony on the Shore Series with Symphony Nova Scotia 

Jeanne Lamon, leader/violin , with special guests Tyler Duncan, bass-baritone and Suzanne Lemieux, 

oboe perform J.S. Bachôs Cantata no. 82, Ich habe genug and Albinoniôs Oboe Concerto.  

 Saturday, November 8 at 7:30 pm 

Halifax Camerata Singers, Nova Scotiaôs leading chamber choir with Blue Engine String Quartet. A 

special Remembrance Day event.   

 Saturday, December 6 at 7:30 pm 

Sanctuary Trio and Peter Togni Singers bring to Lunenburg their highly popular óConcert of 100 

Candles ï a Contemplative Concert for Christmas.'  

 Wednesday, December 3, 10 and 17 at noon 

Music and Meditation for Advent 
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Music Ministry — A note from Barbara ….. 
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Barbara Butler 



Page 6 

Editor’s Notes 
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This newsletter includes information about upcoming events at the church, reports about ongoing 

activities, items of interest from the Rector, and people listed on the back of your weekly bulletin.  

The BEST church newsletters are those that are taken on by the whole congregation. Therefore, in 

this edition we have asked some of you to write about ñWhat Thanksgiving Means To You.ò 

For our next issue, we ask what Advent means to you. Contributions for the newsletter should be 

no more than 250 words, or a letter page, in size.  

As an example, and in keeping with a ñwinterò theme, Iôll share with you, the shortest and one of 

the most memorable sermons I have heard.  

 

It was in a stone church in Yorkshire, England forty years ago, in the depth of winter with ice and 

snow everywhere. The church was freezing cold and the congregation kept their winter coats and gloves 

on throughout the service.  

When the Rector climbed into the pulpit he said, ñI am going to throw away my sermon for this 

week and speak about Faith, Hope and Charity.  

He said, ñWhen you set off for church this morning it was cold, but you thought it would be nice 

and warm in the church. That was Faith.  

ñThen you came into church and it was still cold. So you thought maybe they were late starting the 

furnace and it will warm up soon. That was Hope.  

ñNow if someone would buy a ton of coal for the furnace we would 

all be warm. That would be an act of Charityò.  

With that he stepped down and continued the service. 

 

We encourage you to contribute to the newsletter and make it truly 

the newsletter of the whole family of St. Johnôs.  

Anyone  wishing to submit material for the  newsletter can send it 

 either to:  

the Church Office by mail or email <stjohnslunenburg@eastlink.ca> 

 or directly to me  by email to <cynffig@eastlink.ca>  or by fax to 

 764-2145 

 

Brian Kenefick, Editor  

 

(Brian retired after spending 50 years in the marine industry as a seagoing engineer and manager in 

industry and the Federal Government.  

Janice was a Deck Officer and they met on board a ship while sailing the North Atlantic; she also worked 

ashore as a marine instructor and for the federal government. They left Nova Scotia for the west coast in 

1990 for work and returned after retirement in 2007. Now they live in Riverport with two dogs and four 

cats.) 



Anglican animal lovers will be delighted to know that there is an organization especially 

for them. Based in Britain, but with membership open to those of all countries, The 

Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals (ASWA) focuses on animal welfare issues within the 

Christian community.   

 ASWA says the Western Churchôs traditional view of animals has been based texts such as Genesis 

1:28 in which God gave humankind ñdominionò over the other members of Godôs creation.  ASWA argues 

that ñdominionò was never meant to justify exploiting weaker subjects, nor is every living creature made 

only for the use of humankind. As examples, ASWA cites prehistoric creatures who died out long before 

human beings arrived and modern creatures in the depths of the oceans and jungles, of whose existence we 

are unaware. 

 Although ASWA was founded only thirty years ago, Christians have been involved in animal 

welfare reform throughout history. The most well known example is probably St. Francis of Assisi, the 

Roman Catholic Churchôs patron saint of animals and ecology. 

 In more recent times, C S Lewis, John Wesley and William Wilberforce all spoke out against 

animal cruelty. The first animal protection society, Britainôs RSPCA was founded by an Anglican priest ï 

Reverend Arthur Broome. 

 ASWA is ecumenical and has members from all over the world, including Australia, Canada & 

New Zealand as well as Britain. 

For more information about ASWA: 

 The Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals 

PO Box 7193, Hook, Hampshire RG27 8GT, UK. 

http://www.aswa.org.uk/index.html 
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An Organisation For Anglican Animal Lovers 
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Summer Tour Program 
 

 The success of our annual summer tour program is due in no small part to our team of 

knowledgeable and enthusiastic student tour guides Allison Knickle, Ann Pottie, Benjamin Carver 

&  Janine Bressmer . 

  St.John's is one of the most visited locations in Lunenburg and gives the parish an opportunity to 

show one of Canada's most important National Historic Sites. 

 By the end of August 12,000 visitors had toured the church this summer. The estimates at the start 

of the year were for 16,000 so we are on track as tours are not ended yet. A slow tourist season does not 

appear to have cut the numbers of people visiting St. Johnôs. 

Reverend Michael Mitchell will conduct this years Blessing of the Animals Service. 

The service will be held on the Parade on 12th October  at  2pm. 

All those wishing to have animals blessed are welcome. 

St. John’s Blessing of the Animals Ministry 



ST .  J O HN ’S  AN G L I C AN  C H UR C H  

Heritage      Faith      Vision 

St. Johnõs Anglican Church 

81 Cumberland Street 
PO Box 238 

Lunenburg, Nova Scotia 

Canada B0J 2C0 

Phone: 902 634 4994 

Fax: 902 634 4231 

 
Email: stjohnslunenburg@eastlink.ca 

weôre on the web 

www.stjohnslunenburg.org 

Rememberance Day Services 

255th Patronal Feast 
Sunday, June 8th 2008 

  

 We celebrated two events in one this day as the Franklin 

(Vinegar) Bible was returned to St. Johnôs, for the first time since 

1766, on the 255th Anniversary of the churchôs foundation. 

 

To help us celebrate we had Bishop Sue Moxley, Reverend Dr. 

Jody Clarke and The Honourable Mayann E. Francis, Lieutenant 

Governor of Nova Scotia.  

 Bishop Sue reminded us that, ña bible is only a book with 

words in it if it is not read,ò and she hopes that we take the chal-

lenge to read & live the bible. 

 The Lieut. Governor told us she had taken a keen interest 

in the Franklin Bible as it had been owned by one of her predeces-

sors. She commended everyone who worked to bring back the bi-

ble to itôs proper place in our heritage Holy place. Sometime in the 

future she would like to see the bible visit Government House, 

when it is finished, and so complete itôs remarkable journey. 

 Reverend Mitchell thanked several people by name, Doctor 

Elwood, Chief Curator for History at the Nova Scotia Museum for 

her help, the Ostromôs for the box that will contain the bible for 

display 

and Dr. Thomas Basket who was in the congregation and is a di-

rect descendant of the bibles printer John Basket. He also said the 

bible which was used in this church from 1771 to 1766 will now 

242 years later be again used to nourish this congregation. 

 

Franklin or ñVinegarò Bible 

Rememberance day services start with the 

Ceremonies at the Cenotaph 

at 1030am.  

Followed immediately by the 

Church Service 

which this year is at  

Zion Evangelical Church 


