
 

 

 

Dear friends: 

 

 Easter will soon be here.  This year, Easter comes 

very early and at this point, any sense of an Easter spring 

feels far away.  Yet, Easter will surely come, but not before 

we complete the journey of Lent and Holy Week.  

 

  In this Newsletter, you will read about developing plans this spring, to 

visit every family associated with St. John’s.  This ‘every member’ visit flows 

from our renewed Vision to make a special effort to reach out and deepen 

our relationship with each of you.  Many of you are able to attend church on 

a regular basis, some are unable to come and some are ‘no longer in the 

habit’.  We want to visit each of you, to strengthen our relationships, to share 

together the vision and mission of St. John’s.  We also want to connect with 

people who live in your area, who may not be associated with a church.  We 
would be happy to visit them if you were to give the parish office  a call and 

let us know who they are.  Please check with them first, to see if they would 

like a visit from one of our volunteers.  

  

  This spring, you will be invited to create a photo directory of our 

entire parish family.  It has been more than 15 years since a photo directory 

of the parish was produced.   

 

 Friends, please join us for the various Holy Week Services.  This week will 

be holy, to the extent that we take time to pray, individually 

and as a community of believers. Pray, that this Easter will 

dawn upon our world as hope for new life.  Pray, that this 

Easter will bring renewed hope and faith into your life and 

family.  

 May the journey of Lent bring you and your family to 

the joy of Easter – and may this joy be with us every day.                               

 

      Father Michael

A message from the Rector 
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This year Easter Day is Sunday March 23. As you may know, Easter is 
always the 1st Sunday after the 1st full moon after the Spring Equinox (March 
20). This dating of Easter is based on the lunar calendar that Hebrew people 
used to identify Passover, which is why it moves around on our Roman 
calendar.  
 
Based on the above, the earliest Easter can actually be is one day earlier 
(March 22) but that is very rare. This year is the earliest Easter most of us will 
ever see in our lives! Only the most elderly of our population (95 years old or 
above!) have ever seen it this early before.  Here are the facts: 
  
The next time Easter will be this early (March 23) will be the year 2228 (220 
years from now). The last time it was this early was 1913. The next time it will 
be a day earlier, March 22, will be in the year 2285 (277 years from now).  

Easter Day is Early: Sunday March 23, 2008  

Services for Holy Week  

 

HOLY WEEK  

 
Palm Sunday: March 16th  
8:30am Holy Eucharist (BCP) 
10:30am Liturgy of the Palms and Liturgy of the Passion with Holy 
Eucharist 
10:30am Sunday School in Parish Hall 

 
Maundy Thursday: Thursday, March 20th  

7:00 pm The Liturgy of the Lord's Supper 
Holy Eucharist (BAS) with the washing of feet & vigil of prayer until mid-
night 
 

Good Friday: Friday, March 21st  
10:00am The Liturgy of Good Friday  
(Ecumenical  outdoor "Walk with the Cross" starts at St. Johnôs Church 
following this service.)  All are welcome. 
 

Easter Vigil: Holy Saturday, March 22nd  
7:00pm  The Liturgy of the Easter Vigil 
The Lighting of the New Fire and Pascal Candle, Baptisms and Renewal 
of Baptismal Vows with the first Easter 
celebration of Holy Eucharist 
 

Easter Sunday: March 23rd  
8:30am Easter Holy Eucharist (BCP) 
10:30am Easter Choral Holy Eucharist (BAS) 
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Dear Parishioners and Friends of St. Johnôs, 

 
As winter turns to spring, and we move towards Easter with renewed hope, 
we have exciting news about a Parish-Wide Visitation Program that will be 
held from April 27 until May11, 2008. 
 
In late January, a Steering Committee was formed to carry out our Vision . 
 

ñWe will reconnect with the St Johnôs family, getting to know 
people better, sharing with them our new vision and learning 
about their lives and connections with the congregation. This 
will be the beginnings of a renewed ministry with young 
families. We recognize that this process may also offer us 
opportunities for reconciliation between people and the parish.ò 

 
Neighbours will visit neighbours during these two weeks. Visitors, who have been thoroughly trained at a 
workshop, will call to arrange a visit. During the visit they will deliver our new Parish Brochure, a beautiful folder of 
information about our life at St Johnôs, and explain an Information sheet and  Questionnaire. You may choose to 
answer the questionnaire then, or in your own time; the visitor will return to pick up your forms. Our hope is that 
the visit will provide an opportunity for people to become better acquainted and to share their interests, 
enthusiasm and concern for their congregation, in an informal setting. 
 
The Information sheet will update our Parish Profile to confirm addresses, email contacts, etc. The separate 
Questionnaire can be filled out anonymously; we value your honest opinions and concerns as we move forward 
with our renewed Vision. 
Letters will be sent to members of the Parish who live outside the Visitation area, or who are away during the 
Visitation period. Our aim is to make contact with the whole family of St Johnôs.  
 
Following the Visit, the results of the Questionnaire will be gathered and analyzed, and delivered to Parish 
Council, where they will be dealt with by the Worship, Spiritual Development, and Education committees. We want 
to be sure your thoughts and suggestions are heard. 
 
As our rector, Michael said in his year end report, ñI want to hold before us, the renewed Vision that we developed 
for ourselves here at St. Johnôs in 2006 and 2007. It is a wonderful Vision that has the power to bring new life to 
our parish, as we continue to implement and live it. The Vision is full of both opportunity and challenge- a 
challenge which I believe the congregation is up to.ò 
 
Please, if you are asked to visit, look at the opportunity to greet your neighbours; or when a visitor calls you, 
challenge yourselves to be part of that renewed life at St Johnôs. 
 
Regarding the parish Photo Directory, there will be two weeks of photo sittings,  
May 27ð31 and June 24ð28.  An invitation to be a part of the parish Photo 
Directory will be included in the visitorôs package.   
 
Let us celebrate Easter in our beautifully restored St Johnôs, with a renewed 
commitment to fulfill our Vision together. 
 
Peace be with you, 
Heather Eisenhauer 

Parish Visitation 2008  

Page 3 Spring and Easter Newsletter 2008  



 

 

Primate on Canadian Church  
 
Archbishop Fred Hiltz, Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada, says that 
although he is saddened by the unnecessary decision made by a small 
number of parishes to leave the Anglican Church of Canada, the Canadian 
Church as a whole remains vibrant and united in its witness to the Gospel 
message. 
 
Despite reports that emphasize division, the Primate says, the reality is that 
thousands of Anglicans continue to worship together ever week, even 
though they disagree over issues such as sexuality. 
 
In a message to the church specially taped for the Web, Archbishop Hiltz 
speaks about the state of the Canadian church and asks Canadian 
Anglicans to pray that we may remain one. 
 
The video can be viewed at: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=NIEc2wyuXXg 
 
Primate on his visit to Canterbury  
 
In this short video, Archbishop Fred Hiltz, Primate of the Anglican Church of 
Canada, talks about his October 2007 visit with the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Rowan Williams 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBoZKJrKC74 

Items of Interest  

Page 4 Spring and Easter Newsletter 2008  

Presiding Bishop on the Church  
 
The American Presiding Bishop, Katharine Jefferts Schori addresses 
questions raised at the Meeting of the Primates' in Tanzania. Filmed in the 
studio at Trinity Church, Wall Street, NYC. 
 
Full program available at www.trinitywallstreet.org 
 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wlb84tnyn8k&feature=related 

Easy linking:  
 if youôre finger-challenged typing in the above website addresses, you can follow the links from our own 
website www.stjohnslunenburg.org  

Fred 

Rowan 

Katharine 



 

 

A message from Organist and Director of Music, Barbara Butleré.. 
 
It is a busy period for all of us involved in the music program at St. Johnôs as 
we approach the Easter season. The Chancel Choir, in spite of many snow 
storms which hampered some of our rehearsals, has learned a number of new 
anthems. Through the Lenten season the verses of the psalms were sung by 
many individual members. It was wonderful to have so many in our choir come 
forward to take on a solo role. I am also so pleased with everyoneôs 
enthusiastic response to learning new things - be it anthems, hymns or service 
music - and accepting new challenges that come our way.  Also through Lent 
the choir presented the Byzantine setting of the Eucharist as arranged by 
George Black in the Book of Common Praise. Our choir not only faithfully 
attends practices each Wednesday and services on Sunday morning but 
makes a special effort to assist at funerals and special services such as the 
evening Lenten service for the town churches on March 2. From time to time 
we welcome special musical guests to our services. The Ernst Family were 
warmly welcomed over the Christmas season. On March 9, soprano Pamela 
Rogers sang at the morning service and on Sunday, April 6 we will be pleased 
to welcome the Carillon Singers of New Glasgow to the morning worship 
service at 10:30 am.  
 
St. Johnôs hosted the very popular Symphony on the Shore Series which 
completed its first season on March 9. This particular musical outreach is a 
major service to our wider community on the south shore. Another major 
performance to follow will be the world premiere of Scott MacMillanôs Within 
Sight of Shore. The music is a vivid portrayal of the events before and after the 
sinking of the HMCS Esquimalt, the last Canadian ship lost in World War II.  
The ship was torpedoed and sank near Sambro Lighthouse with the loss of 
many crew members. Shortly before, this ship had been in Lunenburg for a 
major retro-fit. 
 
Throughout the spring our musical outreach will include these events to be held 
at St. Johnôs. 
 

¶ St. Johnôs Concert Series presents a Cabaret concert and dessert with 
Pictou Countyôs Carillon Singers in St. Johnôs Parish Hall on Saturday, 
April 5 at 7:30 pm  

¶ The South Shore Chorale presents a concert on Saturday, April 19   

¶ Musique Royale presents the world premiere of Scott Macmillanôs Within 
Sight of Shore with Tempest Baroque Ensemble and members of 
Stadacona Band on Saturday, April 26 at 7:30 pm   

¶ St. Cecilia Concert Society presents Puirt a Baroque on Saturday, May 10 
at 7:30 pm  (note this concert will be a CBC broadcast) 

¶ Musique Royale presents the National Youth Choir on Sunday, May 11 at 
7:30 pm  

¶ Musique Royale presents Chris Norman Ensemble on the church grounds 
on Saturday, June 7 at 11:30 am ï a birthday celebration for the town of 
Lunenburg. The concert will be held in the church hall in the event of bad 
weather. 

The Ministry of Music at St. Johnõs  
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Music and 
Meditations  

 

Our Lenten Series of 
Music and Meditations, 

was very well received 
again this year, each 
Wednesday at noon 
throughout the season.  
 
This year we were 
graced with contributions 
from Katie Glen, Heather 
Brill, Jim Aulenbach, 
Chris Norman, Pamela 
Rogers, Ernst Family 
Singers, Sharon Gow-
Knickle,  Heather Brill, 
Mary Knickle and of 
course our very own 
Barbara Butler. 



 

 

St. John’s Anglican Church 
81 Cumberland Street 

PO Box 238 
Lunenburg, Nova Scotia 

Canada B0J 2C0 

Phone: 902 634 4994 
Fax: 902 634 4231 

 
Email: 

stjohnslunenburg@eastlink.ca 

  

Heritage Faith Vision 

weôre on the web 
www.stjohnslunenburg.org 

 

 

ñVò stands for Visionary Leadership  
 
ñWe recognize and respond to the ways God is calling each of us to ministry. 
We share ministry, knowing that leadership for growth is something we all 
share. St. John's is concerned with on-going ministry discernment and 
development of all people within the congregation, lay and ordained. We know 
that the priest and core volunteers cannot do it all. We develop ways that invite 
people to hear their call to ministry. We build on the complementary gifts of the 
rector and the people of the parish and we develop and share ministry 
leadership based on our mutual gifts.ò 
 
ñIò stands for Inspirational Worship  
 
ñWe will strive for excellence in our liturgical life in what we continue to 
provide and what we develop. St. John's is a Eucharistic community. The 
Eucharist is our nourishment, the family meal that builds a closeness, sharing 
and strength within our community. It feeds us to go out and reach others in 
the wider work of sharing our Baptismal ministry within the community.ò 

 
ñTò stands for Training in Discipleship  
 
Friends, it is not insignificant that the ñTò takes its place in the middle of 
ñVITAL,ò for it is central. The sharing and telling of the faith to our children is 
among the most critical dimensions of congregational life. This is not a simple 
task, given all the competing demands for the time and attention of young 
families. In fact, passing on the faith is one of the most challenging aspects of 
parish life. 
 
ñAò stands for Authentic Community  
 
ñWe will make people welcome and included in our parish family. We 
celebrate our congregation and each new participant. Our bulletins and 
handouts make it easy for people to follow our services and learn what is 
going on in our community life (i.e. learning sessions social events, 
concerts). We have a system that links new people with Michael and to 
others in the parish. We develop ways of touching base with people we have 
seen new at church.ò 

 
ñLò stands for Loving Outreach and Evangelism  
 
ñWe will provide compassionate, pastoral care with a personal touch. St. John's 
has a special concern for the senior members of our congregation and 
community. We will develop a visiting team who will provide ministry to people 
in hospital, seniors' homes and in their own homes.ò 

Our Vision is VITAL  

Please give generously 
this Easter. 
 
An Easter offering 
envelope is enclosed 
with your newsletter. 
 
Thank you. 

For more information on our VITAL Vision, please see 2007 message from 
Michael on our website www.stjohnslunenburg.org 


