Christmas Eve (i O Pm) December 24,2011 St. John’s Ringers
‘Away in a Manger - Arr. by Anna L Page

Prelude: Greensleeves — Vaughn Williams

Announcements and Welcome CI’U’lStWMS,EVC
Communion
Please stand for Processional Hymn
Processional Hymn # 123 Once in Royal David’s City
We welcome our Trumpeter, David Friendly

I. Once in Royal David’s City stood a lowly cattle shed,
Where a Mother lay her baby in a manger for his bed.
Mary was that mother mild, Jesus Christ her little child.

2. He came down to earth from heaven who is God and Lord of all,
And his shelter was a stable, and his cradle was a stall.
With the poor and mean and lowly Lived on earth our Saviour holy.

3. And our eyes at last shall see him, through his own redeeming love
For that child so dear and gentle is our Lord in heaven above:
And he leads his children on To the place where he is gone.

4. Not in that poor lowly stable, with the oxen standing by,
We shall see him, but in heaven, set at God’s right hand on high,

When, like stars, his children crowned All in white shall gather round.
St. J ohn’s Ar’x\iglican Ch urch
O

) The Gathering of the Community
va SCOt’a Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

Rector: | he Rev. Michael . Mitchell People  And also with you.
Lighti f The Chri le -‘E I - God with us!’
Director of Music: Barbara Butler ighting o e Christ Candle -‘Emmanuel - God with us

Lunenburg,

I: The waiting is over.
2: Christ’s birth brings a new reality.
CHRISTMAS GRELTINGS I: Our hopes and dreams are real.
Dear Parislﬂioners and friends of St. John’s, 2: God's promise has been fulfilled. '
let us give thanks at (Christmas for all the blcssin%s I: The Advent candles are all lit, a circle of light
the C%»rist child brings Mag the peace andjog o to remind us of God's never-ending love for us.
( hristmas be with you always 2: Now we light the Christ candle, celebrating the presence of Jesus
Y gs- in our midst, today and always.
Ir. Miclﬁael & Ho” Mitche”
J All: Thank you, God, for coming to be with us in the person of
« A (Christmas candle is a lovely thing; Jesus. We rejoice that he lived as one of us, knowing our
[t makes no noise at all joys and sorrows, our pains, hopes and dreams. As he
Byut softly gi toolf ’ ) came to show your love to us, help us to show your love to
\/\/[}J{lso % gives ’lfi fcvéaﬂ’ 1> Evak. L others all the year through. Amen.
quUl € unselrisn, | rfOws smatl.” —-|__va .| ogue




Glory To God Everyone Rings their Bell while singing:
Gloria, Gloria, in excelsus Deo,
Gloria, Gloria, Alleluia, Alleluia.

Glory to God in the highest and peace
to his people on earth. (Gloria... - Ring Bells)
Lord, God, heavenly King, almighty God and Father.
We worship you, we give you thanks,
we praise you for your glory. (Gloria... - Ring Bells)
Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father,
Lord God, Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world:
have mercy on us:
You are seated at the right hand of the Father:
receive our prayer. (Gloria... - Ring Bells)
For you alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord.
You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ,
With the Holy Spirit, in the Glory of God the Father. Amen.
(Gloria... - Ring Bells)

The Collect for Christmas Eve
Celebrant Let us pray. The community prays silently. The celebrant says the collect.

Eternal God, this holy night is radiant with the brilliance of your one
true light, Jesus Christ the Lord. As we have known the revelation of
that light on earth, bring us to see the splendour of your heavenly glory;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word

A READING FROM THE BOOK OF ISAIAH

The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who
lived in a land of deep darkness - on them light has shined. You have
multiplied the nation, you have increased its joy; they rejoice before you as
with joy at the harvest, as people exult when dividing plunder. For the yoke
of their burden, and the bar across their shoulders, the rod of their
oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. For all the boots of the
tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned as
fuel for the fire. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority
rests upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counsellor, Mighty
God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. His authority shall grow
continually, and there shall be endless peace for the throne of David and his
kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with justice and with righteousness
from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will
do this. ISAIAH 9:2-7
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM 96 PLEASE JOIN IN SINGING THE REFRAIN
Verses sung by: Mary Meisner

To - dey b8 bom owr Sov - doure——  Christe . the  Lond

Sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the whole earth. Sing
to the Lord and bless his name; proclaim the good news of his salvation
from day to day. R.

Declare his glory among the nations and his wonders among all peoples.
For great is the Lord and greatly to be praised; he is more to be feared than
all gods. R

As for all the gods of the nations, they are but idols; but it is the Lord
who made the heavens. Oh, the majesty and magnificence of his presence!
Oh, the power and the splendour of his sanctuary! R

Ascribe to the Lord, you families of the peoples; ascribe to the Lord
honour and power. Ascribe to the Lord the honour due his name; bring
offerings and come into his courts. R

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness; let the whole earth tremble
before him. Tell it out among the nations: "The Lord is King! he has made
the world so firm that it cannot be moved; he will judge the peoples with
equity." R

Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea thunder
and all that is in it; let the field be joyful and all that is therein. R

Then shall all the trees of the wood shout for joy before the Lord when
he comes, when he comes to judge the earth. He will judge the world with
righteousness and the peoples with his truth. R

A READING FROM THE LETTER OF PAUL TO TITUS

For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, training us
to renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live
lives that are self-controlled, upright, and godly, while we wait for the
blessed hope and the manifestation of the glory of our great God and
Saviour, Jesus Christ. He it is who gave himself for us that he might redeem
us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people of his own who are
zealous for good deeds. TITUS 2:11-14
The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Solo by Edmund Brownless

Gradual Hymn #143 ‘Angels From the Realm of Glory’

I. Angels from the realms of glory, Wing your flight o'er all the earth;
You who sang creation's story, Now proclaim Messiah's birth:



Come and worship, Come and worship,
Worship Christ, the newborn King!

2. Shepherds, in the fields abiding, Watching o'er your flocks by night,
God with us is now residing, Yonder shines the infant Light:

3. Sages, leave your contemplations, Brighter visions beam afar;
Seek the great desire of nations, You have seen His natal star;

4. Saints before the altar bending, Watching long in hope and fear,
Suddenly the Lord, descending, In His temple shall appear:

5. Though an infant now we view him, he shall fill the eternal throne,
gather all the nations to him; every knee shall then bow down:

The Gospel

Reader The Lord be with you. People And also with you.

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING
TO LUKE. People Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

In those days a decree went out from Emperor
Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration and was taken while
L Quirinius was governor of Syria. All went to their
own towns to be registered. Joseph also went
from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to
the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was
descended from the house and family of David.
He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child.
While they were there, the time came for her to
deliver her child. And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth,
and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.

In that region there were shepherds living in the
fields, keeping watch over their flock by night.
Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord
shone around them, and they were terrified. But the angel said to them,
"Do not be afraid; for see--I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the
people: to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying in a manger."

And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host,
praising God and saying, "Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth
peace among those whom he favors!"

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken
place, which the Lord has made known to us." So they went with haste and
found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When they saw
this, they made known what had been told them about this child; and all
who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. But Mary
treasured all these words and pondered them in her heart. The shepherds
returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them. Luke. 2:1-14
The Gospel of Christ. Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Christmas Sermon Rev’d Michael Mitchell

Choir Anthem ‘Praise Ye the Lord of Hosts’
— from Saint Saens’ Christmas Oratorio

The Apostles Creed

On this holy night, we confess our faith with Christians everywhere:

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.

He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit

and born of the Virgin Mary.

He suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried.

He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

The Prayers of the People Please kneel or sit for the prayers.
Response: O Emmanuel, hear our prayer.

Confession and Absolution

Dear friends in Christ,

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;

God welcomes sinners and invites them to the table.

Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.
Silence is kept.

Most merciful God,

we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done,



and by what we have left undone.

We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.

For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,

have mercy on us and forgive us,

that we may delight in your will,

and walk in your ways,

to the glory of your name. Amen.

Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon + and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Peace Al stand, and the celebrant addresses the people.
The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you. The assembly greets one another.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
The Preparation of the Gifts

Parishioners share in gathering the offering of God’s people.
Each one as they are able, makes an offering to the Lord for the needs and
responsibilities of the Church to be placed on the altar.

Offertory Hymn #118 — O Come, All Ye Faithful

I. O come, all ye faithful, Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;
Come and behold him, Born the King of angels;

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O Come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

2. God of God, Light of Light, Lo! he abhors not the Virgin's womb:
Very God, Begotten, not created; Refrain

3. Sing, choirs of angels, Sing in exultation, Sing, all ye citizens of heaven
above; Glory to God In the highest; Refrain

4. See how the shepherds, Summoned to his cradle,
Leaving their flocks, draw nigh to gaze;
We too will thither Bend our joyful footsteps; Refrain

O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore him,
O Come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord.

5. Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory given; Word of the Father,
Now in flesh appearing; Refrain

The Prayer over the Gifts Read by celebrant.

Lord now and forever. Amen.

Source of light and goodness, accept all we offer on this joyful
feast. May we grow up in him who unites our lives to yours, for he is

The Great Thanksgiving - Eucharistic Prayer #6

Sung Setting “The Mass of Creation” by Marty Haugen,
copies available in seat pockets.

The Lord be with you. And also with you.

Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Preface for Christmas
Blessed are you, gracious God, creator of heaven and earth,
we give you thanks and praise through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who in the mystery of his incarnation was made perfect man
of the flesh of the Virgin Mary his mother; in him we have
seen a new and radiant vision of your glory. Therefore we
praise you Lord, with all the angels, in their song of joy.

Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power, God of might,

heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest.

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest. Hosanna in the highest.



We acclaim you, holy Lord, glorious in power; your mighty works reveal
your wisdom and love. You formed us in your own image, giving the whole
world into our care, so that, in obedience to you, our creator, we might rule
and serve all your creatures. When our disobedience took us far from you,
you did not abandon us to the power of death. In your mercy you came to
our help, so that in seeking you we might find you. Again and again you
called us into covenant with you, and through the prophets you taught us to
hope for salvation.

Father, you loved the world so much that in the fullness of time you sent
your only Son to be our Saviour. Incarnate by the Holy Spirit, born of the
Virgin Mary, he lived as one of us, yet without sin. To the poor he
proclaimed the good news of salvation; to prisoners, freedom; to the
sorrowful, joy.

To fulfil your purpose he gave himself up to death and, rising from the
grave, destroyed death and made the whole creation new. And that we
might live no longer for ourselves, but for him who died and rose for us, he
sent the Holy Spirit, his own first gift for those who believe, to complete his
work in the world, and to bring to fulfilment the sanctification of all.

When the hour had come for him to be glorified by you, his heavenly
Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them to the
end: at supper with them he took bread; and when he had given thanks to
you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: this is my
body which is given for you. Do this for the remembrance of me.”

After supper he took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, he
gave it to them, and said, “Drink this, all of you: this is my blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.”

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith. (Sung)
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.
Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.

Father, we now celebrate the memorial of our redemption. Recalling
Christ’s death and descent among the dead, proclaiming his resurrection
and ascension to your right hand, awaiting his coming in glory; and offering
to you, from the gifts you have given us, this bread and this cup, we praise
you and we bless you.

Father, we pray that in your goodness and mercy your Holy Spirit
may descend upon us, and upon these gifts, sanctifying them and showing
them to be holy gifts for your holy people, the bread of life and the cup of
salvation, the body and blood of your Son Jesus Christ. Grant that all who
share this bread and this cup may become one body and one spirit, a living
sacrifice in Christ to the praise of your name.

Remember, Lord, your one holy catholic and apostolic Church,
redeemed by the blood of your Christ. Reveal its unity, guard its faith,
and preserve it in peace. Remember Rowan, the Archbishop of Canterbury
and Fred, the Primate of all Canada, together with our Bishop Sue and
Suffragan Bishop, Ron. Remember, Michael our Rector and everyone who
ministers in your Church.

Remember all your people, this Christmas Eve who seek your light and
your truth, especially this congregation of St. John’s. Remember all those
who are in need of our prayer, all those who are ill and in need of hope.
Remember all who have died in the peace of Christ, and those whose faith is
known to you alone; bring them into the place of eternal joy and light.

Grant that we may find our inheritance with the blessed Virgin Mary,
Mother of our Lord, with patriarchs, prophets, apostles, and martyrs, with
St. John, Patron of this parish and all the saints who have found favour with
you in ages past. We praise you in union with them and give you glory
through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.

Through Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, all honour and glory are
yours, almighty God and Father, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, for ever and
ever. Amen. (Sung)

The Lord’s Prayer
With joyful hearts this Christmas Eve, let us pray to the Father, saying:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

The celebrant breaks the consecrated bread for distribution, and says:

We break the bread of life, and that life is the light of the world.
All: God here among us, light in the midst of us,
bring us to light and life.

The celebrant invites the people to share in communion and says,
The gifts of God for the People of God.
All  Thanks be to God.

Jesus Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Jesus Bread of life, you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Jesus Prince of Peace you take away the sin of the world,
have mercy on us.

Jesus Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world,
grant us your peace.

The celebrant and people then receive communion.

The body of Christ (given for you). The blood of Christ (shed for you).
The communicant responds each time, Amen.
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The Anglican Church
welcomes to the Lovd’s table
all who ave boptized and who wish to be nourished
with the Body and Blood of Christ.

There will be three stations for Holy Communion,
at the Altar and at the heaol of each side aisle.
You are bnvited to vecelve both the bread and wine.
wine Ls distributed from the common cup.

Please join in singing the Hymns during Communion

#126 ‘Away in A Manger’
#122 ‘In the Bleak Mid-Winter’
#131 ‘Love Came Down at Christmas’

Solo by Edmund Brownless

Prayer after Communion
Celebrant Let us pray. Standing, the community prays in silence.

Father of all, tonight you have united earth to heaven in sending
your Son to take our human nature. May we who have tasted heavenly
things share in the life of his eternal kingdom. We ask this in the name
of Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Doxology
Glory to God,
All whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation,
in the Church and in Christ Jesus, for ever and ever. Amen.

Christmas Blessing
May Christ, who by the incarnation gathered into one all things earthly
and heavenly, fill you with peace and goodwill this Christmas Eve and
make you partakers of the divine nature; And the blessing of God
almighty, Father + Son, and Holy Spirit, be with you now and remain
with you always. Amen.
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Post Blessing Hymn # 119 “Silent Night”

The choir will process down the aisles,
and pass the light to each one. Please pass the flame along.

I.  Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright.
Round yon Virgin Mother and Child, Holy Infant so tender and mild.
Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace

2. Silent night, holy night! Shepherds quake at the sight.
Glories stream from heaven afar, Heavenly hosts sing Alleluia!
Christ, the Saviour is born, Christ, the Saviour is born.

3. Silent night, holy night, Son of God, love's pure light.
Radiant beams from Thy holy face, With the dawn of redeeming grace.
Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth, Jesus, Lord, at Thy birth.

Concluding Hymn: #138 ‘Hark The Herald Angels Sing’

I.  Hark, the herald-angels sing glory to the new-born King,
peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled.
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, join the triumph of the skies;
with the angelic host proclaim, 'Christ is born in Bethlehem.'
Hark, the herald-angels sing glory to the new-born King.

2. Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord,
late in time behold him come, offspring of a Virgin's womb.
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see: hail, the incarnate Deity,
pleased as one of us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.

Hark, the herald-angels sing glory to the new-born King.

3. Hail, the heaven-born Prince of Peace: hail, the Sun of Righteousness.
Light and life to all he brings, risen with healing in his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that we no more may die,
born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.
Hark, the herald-angels sing glory to the new-born King.

Dismissal

In the joy of Christmas, go to love and serve the Lord.
All  Thanks be to God.

Postlude: Toccata - by Boellman

NOTICES

I.  The 2012 Offering Envelopes are ready for pick up. Please help by
delivering those belonging to your friends and neighbours.

2. The last date to make a contribution for a 201 | income tax
receipt is Friday, December 30*".
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